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Machismo, or strong mascu-
line pride, is generally viewed as 
aggressive, abusive and sexist, 
but Mexican culture often con-
siders it the mark of a real man, 
said Seiri Aragon Garcia at a 
Wednesday thesis presentation.
Garcia, a master’s student 
in the Department of Mexican 
American and Latino/a Stud-
ies, presented her work on how 
machismo persists in Mexican 
and U.S. communities.
While studying in Mexico, 
Garcia interviewed Maria Gua-
dalupe, a 67-year-old mother 
of three children. When Gua-
dalupe was a young widow, she 
didn’t receive any assistance, 
not even from her late hus-
band’s mother, Garcia said.
“It is as if my children were 
not her grandchildren anymore 
because her son had passed,” 
Garcia said, quoting Guadalupe. 
Garcia explained women in 
Mexican culture put their sons’ 
wants above the needs of their 
daughters-in-law.
Garcia told the story of Manu-
el, a 24-year-old man brought to 
the U.S. at the age of five. His fami-
ly originally settled in Phoenix but 
moved to California after Arizona 
legislators proposed an anti-im-
migration bill in 2010. Manuel is 
currently the main provider for 
his parents, girlfriend and 4-year-
old son, Garcia said.
Manuel’s Mexican-American 
co-workers bring their own lunch-
es, made by their wives, to work. 
They told Manuel he became 
Americanized because he brings 
lunch like his white co-workers. 
Journalism senior Alexiz 
Magro-Malo attended the pre-
sentation and said she has seen 
machismo in her own life.
“The topic interests me be-
cause I experience it in my 
home,” Magro-Malo said. “I’m 
first-generation and my par-
ents are from Mexico.”
Garcia also studied machis-
mo in social media platforms, 
especially Instagram. She 
searched the hashtag “narco-
style” and found examples of 
machismo and materialism 
represented in images with 
cash, cars and guns.
Garcia showed an image of a 
man holding a gun in front of a 
car with the caption translated 
in Spanish as, “It is not that I 
enjoy fighting. I simply don’t let 
any asshole be the reason I back 
down from a fight.”
Garcia said the social media 
post exemplifies machismo.
“I really appreciate the fo-
cus on social media,” said Luis 
Guevara, events coordinator 
for the Center for Mexican 
American Studies. “You see 
people repost things on social 
media like (Garcia’s examples).”
“I don’t necessarily view ma-
chismo negatively,” Garcia said. 
“It’s a spectrum of ideologies.”
 The UT System is now the 
first public university system in 
Texas to be completely tobac-
co-free, according to a press 
release published Tuesday.       
All 14 UT institutions will be 
a part of the Eliminate Tobacco 
Use Initiative and will become 
tobacco-free by the end of this 
academic year. The goal is to 
provide a healthy environment 
for students, faculty, staff, visi-
tors and patients on campus, 
according to the press release.  
“If you look at the top caus-
es of preventable deaths in the 
state of Texas, tobacco is by far 
number one,” said David Lakey, 
UT System chief medical offi-
cer. “When I transitioned into 
this new position, we looked 
at things we could do to im-
prove the health of Texans, and 
addressing the number-one 
preventable cause of death is a 
College access and affordabil-
ity was again the center of debate 
at Wednesday’s Higher Educa-
tion Senate Committee hearing. 
Senate Bill 885, authored 
by Sen. Kel Seliger, R-Amaril-
lo, would limit TEXAS Grant 
awards to be applied only to 
tuition, fees and textbooks. 
“Currently, awards are giv-
en to cover the cost of atten-
dance which includes room, 
board, transportation and 
personal expenses,” Seliger 
said. “(SB) 885 eliminates 
the possibility of using those 
funds for non-educational 
expenses that can not really 
be monitored or controlled.”
Sen. Royce West, D-Dallas, 
said he had concerns about 
restricting the funds to solely 
educational purposes. West 
said he thinks students will be 
deterred from attending an 
institution of higher educa-
tion if they can’t afford things 
such as transportation, and 
room and board. 
Raymund Paredes, the com-
missioner of higher education, 
said the number of students 
eligible for the TEXAS Grant 
has continued to increase, and 
Last spring, a conversation 
between Student Government, 
marginalized students and ad-
ministrators was in the works 
to implement a University-wide 
hate and bias incident policy, and 
on Wednesday morning, this 
policy was released.
In a message to the Universi-
ty, University President Gregory 
Fenves announced the effective 
implementation of a new hate 
and bias incident policy estab-
lishing punishments for any 
hateful or discriminatory action 
on campus.
The policy clearly outlined 
definitions of actual violent con-
duct, harassment, threatened vi-
olent conduct and verbal harass-
ment, as well as ways for students 
and faculty to report any form of 
harassment to the Office of the 
Dean of Students.
“Certainly the president 
wouldn’t approve and we 
wouldn’t distribute a poli-
cy we weren’t proud of and ... 
felt was our best effort to hear 
and to listen to voices and to 
incorporate national trends,” 
Dean of Students Soncia 
Reagins-Lilly said.
According to the policy, the 
University prohibits “unlaw-
ful harassment on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, gender, gender identi-
ty or gender expression, age, 
disability, citizenship, veteran 
status, sexual orientation, ideol-
ogy, political views or political 
affiliation.” Students in violation 
of the policy may be subject to 
suspension from campus and at-
tending class, as well as a change 
Patients are not as comfort-
able disclosing health dispar-
ities to their physicians as they 
are with other patients expe-
riencing similar disparities, an 
issue two Dell Medical School 
professors hope to address. 
The professors, Scott Wallace 
and Elizabeth Teisberg, are the 
managing director and execu-
tive director of the school’s In-
stitute for Value in Health and 
Care. They developed the idea 
of Experience Groups, which 
allow patients with similar 
health issues to sit together and 
discuss health challenges, about 
a decade ago. The group size 
ranges from six to 10 partici-
pants with two facilitators who 
oversee the group. 
“Often time, (health care) 
services are designed from a 
physician’s point of view, not 
designed from a patient’s point 
of view,” Wallace said. “We 
use these Experience Group 
sessions to bring groups of 
patients who share a set of 
circumstances together to talk 
about what is it like to live with 
their condition.”
Wallace said Experience 
Groups have been conducted 
at other hospitals, and they 
hope to bring the idea to the 
Dell Medical School soon.
“Most hospitals have patient 
advisory groups (with a mixed 
group of patients), and what 
they talk about is parking, food 
and whether the televisions 
worked and whether the nurs-
es have been nice to them, be-
cause that’s the only thing they 
have in common,” Wallace said.
Deborah Kennedy, who has 
facilitated about seven Experience 
Groups, said the groups provide 
clinicians with valuable infor-
mation about their patients they 
might not have known before. 
“As clinicians, we automati-
cally think we have the answer,” 
Kennedy said. “If we don’t, we 
like to at least postulate what 
might be a solution.”
The Experience Groups 
Kennedy oversaw involved 
people struggling with their 
weight. Kennedy said she 
learned to be a part of the back-
ground of the discussion and 
to let the participants speak for 
themselves, which showed her 
that having people with sim-
ilar issues come together can 
enlighten physicians on issues 
that might not have come up in 
a clinical setting.
“One of the things (the pa-
tients) actually said to me 
several times is, ‘We don’t want a 
skinny person telling us what to do,’” 
Kennedy said. “They felt like (the 
physicians) had no understanding.”
Wallace said he and Teisberg 
decided to share their idea with 
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the Dell Medical School in order 
to directly help the community, 
one of the school’s core missions.
“It was a really appealing idea 
to come down here and actually 
be a part of creating a health care 
system that was committed to im-
proving the health of the people 
in the community,” Wallace said. 
“We described it as (taking) on 
responsibilities of improving the 
health of our neighbors, and that’s 
a phenomenal opportunity for 
someone who is interested in dra-
matically changing health care.”
School Dean Clay Johnston 
said the Experience Groups pro-
vide an innovative outlook on 
how medicine should be provid-
ed for the patients at the school.
“Experience Groups are about 
people at an individual level — 
what they’re experiencing, where 
they want to go and what they want 
to do with their lives,” Johnston said. 
“They demonstrate the kind of in-
novation that the school is already 
catalyzing in a variety of communi-
ties and settings throughout Austin 
and Travis County.”
One intern, one clinician 
and one shared passion initi-
ated the Counseling and Men-
tal Health Center’s new group 
promoting body positivity and 
self-love. 
Duo Zac Carter and Gareth 
White, a social work intern and 
clinical social worker at the cen-
ter developed the group “Big 
Bodies. Radical Love.” When 
Carter interviewed for his cur-
rent position last semester. In his 
interview, he brought up his de-
sire to use his work at the center 
to address body diversity. 
“I think adding bodies to the 
conversation more ... is some-
thing we would like to accom-
plish,” Carter said. “We’ve had 
a lot of conversations about 
how a first step could just be 
offering the group.”
White, a former activist for 
body positivity, said the group’s 
name was inspired by the “rad-
ical” notion of people talking 
about bodies without judgment.
Carter’s interview re-awoke 
her passion for promoting 
healthy body conversations, 
White said.
Carter said he hopes the 
group empowers students to 
look at their bodies without 
societal pressures. 
“I just want to pose the ques-
tion of what it would be like to 
ask people how they feel about 
their bodies as opposed to go-
ing into relationships or con-
versations or interactions with 
an assumption,” Carter said. 
The structure of the group 
depends on the preferences of 
the students involved, White 
said. However, Carter and 
White said they imagine it will 
take the form of a process and 
support group.
Like all of the groups at 
the health center, “Big Bod-
ies. Radical Love.” is free and 
open to all UT students. Katy 
Redd, assistant director for 
prevention and outreach with 
the center, said the variety of 
groups chosen are based on 
what students need and the 
skills of the clinicians. 
“I think we always are trying 
to be responsive to the needs of 
the campus,” Redd said.
Among these are drop-in dis-
cussion groups, personal explo-
ration groups, integrated health 
groups and support groups like 
“Big Bodies. Radical Love.”
Although the group hasn’t 
begun meeting yet and is still 
in the early stages of develop-
ment, Carter and White said 
it will most likely meet every 
Tuesday from 2 to 3:30 p.m.
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Lakey is the co-founder of 
this initiative along with Ernest 
Hawk, vice president and head 
of UT MD Anderson Cancer 
Center’s Division of Cancer 
Prevention and Population 
Sciences. They developed the 
idea when they partnered to 
host all of the UT institutions 
at the Eliminate Tobacco Use 
Summit last year to hear what 
each campus was doing about 
tobacco on their campuses and 
in their communities. 
Hawk said the plan is com-
posed of four components that 
will help universities address 
tobacco on campus. The first 
part involves making sure 
all campuses have the same 
policies, the second assists 
campuses in communicating 
the efforts for the prevention 
of tobacco usage, the third 
aims at improving cessas-
tion services provided to the 
universities, and the fourth 
aims at providing support to 
the surrounding community 
in dealing with tobacco usage. 
All UT institutions have 
policies prohibiting tobacco 
on campus already in place, 
but they varied in some form, 
according to the press release. 
The new initiative will establish 
consistent policies across all of 
the campuses. 
“I think (the variation) has 
a lot to do with the history of 
UT system campuses and their 
degree of independence versus 
federation, and this is taking us 
in the direction of more group 
action for bigger, more impact-
ful change,”  Hawk said.
UT System Regent Kevin 
Eltife said he admires the plan 
because it shows the System 
is taking a serious step to-
ward preventing tobacco use 
on campus. 
“I think by instituting this 
policy, it does put a spot-
light on tobacco use,” Eltife 
said. “I think the fact that 
they’re putting this policy 
in place and making it sys-
tem-wide shows the harms of 
tobacco use.”
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, approximately 15 of every 
100 U.S. adults ages 18 years 
or older smoked cigarettes in 
2015. Lakey said people start 
to use tobacco at a younger age 
because they might want to ex-
periment with new things and 
are more susceptible to be tar-
geted by tobacco companies. 
“The tobacco companies 
do focus on trying to get peo-
ple hooked on cigarettes early 
because they know the 25 year 
old or 30 year old who hasn’t 
smoked once in their life isn’t 
going to start smoking then,” 
Lakey said. “You’ve got folks 
hooked on nicotine when 
they’re young in their teenage 
(years) or early ‘20s.”
The second Eliminate To-
bacco Use Summit will be held 
April in Austin and is open to 
the public. 
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that with current budget pro-
jections, they can only afford 
to cover tuition, fees and books 
with the grant program. 
“The most important 
thing is to make sure you 
give needy students enough 
money to go to school,” Pare-
des said. “You can’t cover all 
their expenses, but at least 
give them the minimum to 
enroll in university.” 
By adopting this bill, 
Paredes said TEXAS Grants 
would be able to fund these 
expenses for about 87 per-
cent of eligible students. Seli-
ger said this legislation would 
make TEXAS Grant money 
available to 5,000 more stu-
dents across the state.
Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Aus-
tin, said he shares West’s 
concerns that the minimum 
amount of assistance may 
not be enough to help some 
students afford college. 
“The bottom line is we’re 
way too stingy when it comes 
to trying to help the folks 
that need the help going to 
college,” Watson said. “I 
worry that we do this in the 
name of tough budgets, but 
we do it over and over and 
over again to the point that 
we may be spreading a little 
bit a long way, but it’s not go-
ing to be enough to achieve 
the goals we claim we want 
to achieve.”
Government junior 
Mariadela Villegas said her 
TEXAS Grant primarily 
goes toward tuition, but any 
funding left over goes to help 
with room and board. With-
out this aid, Villegas said she 
wouldn’t be able to afford to 
live in Austin and go to UT. 
“I’m not using the money 
to party or anything, I’m us-
ing it for my education and 
living here,” Villegas said. “It’s 
still going toward me being 
able to study here.” 
Lisa Blazer, UT San An-
tonio senior associate vice 
president of student affairs, 
said her school tries to pro-
vide aid to cover room and 
board through other re-
sources if they aren’t covered 
by Pell or TEXAS grants. 
“What we are finding is, if 
we can’t cover a good portion 
of room and board to help 
with those costs, they simply 
won’t come to our campus,” 
Blazer said. 
Two other provisions in SB 
885 would prevent work study 
income from counting against 
a student’s financial aid and 
clarifies eligibility require-
ments for the TEXAS Grant. 
SB 885 was left pending in 
committee along with Senate 
Bill 886, a similar bill that 
would extend the provisions 
in SB 885 to the Texas Edu-
cation Opportunity Grant 
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to their status as a student, and 
faculty may be disciplined 
or fired. 
A town hall meeting was 
held Feb. 22 between UT ad-
ministrators and students in 
which audience members ex-
pressed their fears, criticisms 
and frustrations with the Uni-
versity’s response to recent bias 
incidents seen on campus, in-
cluding neo-Nazi posters and 
anti-Muslim propaganda.
“One immediate change (af-
ter the town hall) was to include 
hate in the title,” Reagins-Lilly 
said. “Through listening and 
hearing, hate was a word that 
we needed to include.”
On Feb. 14, SG passed a reso-
lution to the Office of the Dean 
of Students to implement a bias 
incident policy on campus.
Student Body President 
Kevin Helgren said the policy 
is a necessary step in the right 
direction, but by no means is a 
final solution to hate and bias 
incidents on campus.  
 “The release and imple-
mentation of this hate and bias 
incident policy is not the be-
ginning ... and it certainly isn’t 
the end,” Helgren, a psychol-
ogy and neuroscience senior, 
said. “One student who feels 
unsafe on our campus is one 
student too many.”
Government junior Isaiah 
Carter, SG Chief of Staff, said 
he thought the hate and bias 
incident policy was a little luke-
warm in regards to addressing 
the real issues students are 
facing on campus.
“One of the biggest debates 
we are having on campus right 
now is what type of speech is 
appropriate and what type of 
speech is not appropriate,” Car-
ter said. “I would hope that as 
the years progress that the bias 
incident policy will be able to 
provide very clear examples or 
definitions of the type of speech 
that is tolerated and the type of 
speech that is not tolerated.”
The hate and bias incident 
policy is subject to revision at 
the discretion of the Univer-
sity, which regularly evaluates 
all policies, and administrators 
plan to keep the conversation 
with students and faculty open, 
Reagins-Lilly said.
According to the policy, any 
individual may report a hate 
or bias incident to the Dean 
of Students, the Office for In-
clusion and Equity, the Cam-
pus Climate Response Team 
or to any University official, 
Two UT electrical engineer-
ing seniors are making it easy 
for anyone to be a rock star. 
Tabish Chasmawala and 
Tarun Gattu recently created 
Airdrums, a device that uses 
motion sensors to simulate 
playing a drum. Airdrums 
works by placing sensors on 
each drumstick and on one’s 
foot. These sensors detect 
which drum a user virtual-
ly hits and the force of the 
drumming and then produces 
matching sounds. 
Gattu, who plays the 
drums, came up with the idea 
behind Airdrums.
“I grew up playing music, 
and I wanted to use technolo-
gy to do something innovative 
with music,” Gattu said. “It’s 
pretty amazing to see my idea 
in real life, honestly. I didn’t 
think it would get as far as it is 
right now.”
Chasmawala designed the 
Airdrums’ hardware. He said 
his previous experience with 
wearable hardware allowed 
him to make the first pro-
totype of Airdrums in just 
18 hours. 
Airdrums’ sensors measure 
acceleration in order to de-
tect drum strikes in real time. 
Chasmawala said he wrote a 
machine-learning algorithm 
that allows Airdrums to get 
more and more accurate the 
more data it receives. He said 
the algorithm is currently 
about 80 percent accurate on 
a good day but that he is still 
trying to improve it.
“The algorithm was the 
hardest part (of making Air-
drums), and I had to ask for 
a lot of help from my com-
puter science friends,” Chas-
mawala said. “(To train it), we 
had drummers play as they 
normally would and then 
in the air above their actual 
drum set.”
The device uses Bluetooth 
and can connect to other elec-
tronic devices, such as com-
puters and phones. Gattu said 
all someone needs to use Air-
drums is a phone and head-
phones. He added that this 
allows drummers to practice 
anywhere, even in public. 
With Airdrums priced sig-
nificantly less than a real drum 
set, Gattu said they would be 
great for amateurs but not for 
experienced drummers. 
“We aren’t trying to replace 
an actual drum set,” Gattu 
said. “Airdrums don’t have 
the same rebound from what 
you’re hitting. It’s really just a 
great way to get started and 
learn rhythm.”
Chasmawala and Gattu said 
their next steps are to improve 
the wireless speed of the de-
vice — so it does not hinder 
a drummer’s rhythm — and 
to embed the hardware inside 
the drum sticks. Chasmawa-
la said they hope to launch a 
kickstarter soon in order to 
take preorders and receive 
crowdfunding.
“When we introduce Air-
drums, we always say every-
one wanted to be a rockstar 
when they were younger,” Gat-
tu said. “We’re going to give 
people the chance to do that. 
At first, we thought it would 
be something for drummers, 
but it can be used by anybody. 
Even if you’re not musically in-
clined, it’s magical.”
Airdrums will have a booth 
from Friday to Sunday at 
SXSW Create, where attendees 
can test the new device. 
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ENGINEERING
Two UT electrical engineers 
drum up virtual instruments
Minecraft may become the 
building block to a solid un-
derstanding of chemistry. 
UT Dallas professors have 
developed Polycraft World, 
additional content for Mine-
craft, that teaches players about 
a variety of chemical topics, 
including oil refining and con-
structing synthetic chemicals. 
“Our ultimate goal is to be able 
to teach an entire course using 
video games,” said UTD chemis-
try professor Ronald Smaldone. 
“We had to make sure we had 
fun things in the game so that 
you’d play and learn it.”
The addition introduces 
new elements to the origi-
nal Minecraft game, such as 
chemical processors and oil-
fields, and is available for free. 
It has already been download-
ed several thousand times, ac-
cording to Smaldone. 
“In Minecraft, you’re es-
sentially putting little build-
ing blocks together to make 
something else, and we do the 
same thing with molecules,” 
Smaldone said. “It’s still the 
same mechanics — you take a 
little icon and put in a certain 
pattern, but we needed new 
items to make (the game) feel 
a little more realistic.”
Smaldone said that al-
though this new game isn’t 
the first to introduce science 
through a video game format, 
it is the most comprehensive 
and in-depth.
In Minecraft, users normally 
“mine” for resources. Polycraft 
World includes thousands of new 
items for players to mine, such as 
cobalt, silver and other periodic 
table elements. After obtaining 
these materials, a player can use 
them to make a variety of other 
items, such as pogo sticks, tennis 
shoes and rubber blocks.
Smaldone said Polycraft 
World is successful at teaching 
college-level chemistry be-
cause players are incentivized 
to keep building and mining 
for new elements. 
“A lot of in-depth material is 
kind of esoteric, so teaching a 
ten-year-old ... isn’t easy to do,” 
Smaldone said. “But if a player 
needs to synthesize a molecule 
to make rubber to make a gad-
get that you’d need to make a 
jetpack, then they’ll be incen-
tivized to learn the more diffi-
cult materials.”
UT chemistry freshman Jay-
din Phuoc Ngo said the idea of 
a video game class is intriguing 
but presents several challenges. 
“It’s definitely interesting 
and accessible to many people 
who may not have the oppor-
tunity to learn this material 
elsewhere,” Ngo said. “But 
you can’t get a hands-on ex-
perience of chemistry, such as 
lab (work), and I think that’s 
the most important thing. 
For learners who need actual 
hands-on experience, the (new 
game) cannot offer that.”
Additionally, Ngo said that 
players may become too fo-
cused on playing the game 
rather than understanding or 
absorbing the material. 
But, Smaldone said this 
level of engagement is exactly 
what makes the video game a 
unique format for teaching. 
“Students sitting in a lecture, 
just because they’re hearing 
the words, may not necessari-
ly get the material,” Smaldone 
said. “(A video game) allows 
the students to get engaged 
and really truly interact with 
the material, and that’s benefi-
cial for everyone.”
Smaldone said preliminary 
results have shown that play-
ers who have not taken any 
chemistry courses can still an-
swer questions about complex 
chemistry after playing the 
game for a few months. 
Although Polycraft World is 
currently limited to chemistry, 
the team is considering incorpo-
rating different educational sub-
jects in the future and collaborat-
ing with the gaming industry. 
“We’re looking at ways to 
move this forward into govern-
ment, economics and other com-
plex materials,” Smaldone said. 
“The short term goal is to make 
a course where we can teach an 
entire subject using a video game 




Professor wins NSF career award 
for research and education
An award from the Na-
tional Science Foundation 
will help Sean Roberts, UT 
chemistry assistant profes-
sor, introduce communi-
ty college students to UT 
chemistry research.
On Jan. 26, the founda-
tion awarded Roberts with 
the Faculty Early Career 
Development award. This 
award comes with a 5-year 
grant, which Roberts said 
will help him support and 
grow a research program 
called GREAT, which stands 
for Green Energy at Tex-
as, and pursue his research 
about the properties of 
organic semiconductors. 
The GREAT program 
brings Austin Communi-
ty College students to UT 
for the summer to conduct 
chemistry and chemical en-
gineering research under the 
guidance of professors. 
Roberts said GREAT pro-
vides rare research opportu-
nities for non-UT students 
pursuing a STEM, or science, 
technology, engineering or 
mathematics, degree.
“While opportunities to 
conduct research are open to 
undergraduate students here 
at UT, these same opportu-
nities are much harder to 
come by for community col-
lege students,” Roberts said. 
“I think that programs like 
GREAT are needed to bridge 
this gap to help make the 
pursuit of a STEM career ac-
cessible to a wider audience 
of students.”
He added that students 
in the GREAT program will 
learn how to design experi-
ments that address a partic-
ular question and work with 
others in a research setting.
Roberts also received the 
award in recognition of his 
research group, which stud-
ies the electronic properties 
of the space between a met-
al electrode and a semicon-
ductor. In these junctions, 
the neighboring electrode 
can distort the properties of 
the semiconductor.
“My group is very interest-
ed in studying how the elec-
tronic properties of organic 
semiconductors change at 
junctions, and we develop 
new imaging techniques 
that let us do just that,” 
Roberts said.
Roberts said his research 
has applications in helping 
create more efficient solar 
cells, displays and transistors. 
Students from the GREAT 
program will learn the un-
derlying science behind these 
products and how to tackle 
current energy challenges. 
Chemical engineering 
sophomore Diana Zhang 
works in the Roberts lab. She 
studies quantum dots, or ex-
tremely small particles that 
light up when light shines on 
them. Their size determines 
what color is absorbed, which 
explains why big quantum 
dots are red and small quan-
tum dots are blue.
Zhang said conducting 
her own experiments al-
lowed her to explore the 
properties of quantum dots 
and how they can be used in 
new electronics.
“Now, having worked in 
the lab, I not only know how 
to make (quantum dots), but 
I also get to explore methods 
used to manipulate and ex-
ploit their properties for ... 
devices such as next-genera-
tion solar cells,” she said.
Zhang said research helps 
develop analytical skills, 
independent thinking and 
troubleshooting skills, all 
of which are applicable to 
many fields.
“Research provides a re-
al-world, hands-on experi-
ence full of exploratory trial 
and error and opportunities 
to carve a path through the 
unknown, which fosters the 
development of such trans-
ferable skills in ways the 
traditional undergraduate 
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By Spring 2018, UT will have a gorgeous 
Speedway Mall with an improved pedes-
trian experience and increased student ac-
tivity areas. Having added more outdoor 
seating, trees and plants and bicycle park-
ing, the project is already looking fruitful. 
However, construction is hindering the 
mobility for pedestrians and bikers alike. 
Even after construction is over, bikers will 
have to continue to ride slowly or dis-
mount their bikes, as there are no plans for 
designated bike lanes.
At present, Parking and Transportation 
Services (PTS) has posted signs around 
the construction area asking bikers to dis-
mount and walk their bikes, to avoid acci-
dents with heavy machinery used in con-
struction. According to Jeremy Hernandez, 
bike coordinator at PTS, these signs will be 
taken down after construction is over. 
“Once the Speedway Mall project is com-
pleted cyclists will be able to ride in the 
area,” Hernandez said in an email. 
But technically, bikers don’t dismount to 
avoid the machinery — they dismount to 
avoid crashing into pedestrians. Some oth-
ers disregard the dismount signs and zigzag 
through the empty spaces between walkers 
or force them to move aside as the bikers 
come speeding behind the pedestrian traffic.
When the construction is over, there will 
be more space for foot traffic, but bikers 
will continue to have the same problem — 
they will have to ride slowly and swerve 
through the foot traffic. According to the 
Speedway project website, “bicycles will 
continue to be able to access the full length 
of Speedway, interacting at low speed with 
the ebb and flow of pedestrian traffic.”
Having to slow down is a problem as it 
defeats the purpose of biking instead of 
walking to classes — biking is much fast-
er. Many of us have classes back to back 
with only 10 minutes in between them and 
sometimes from one corner of campus to 
the other. Walking from Jester to Moore 
Hall takes about 15 minutes at a normal 
pace whereas biking takes about seven. Our 
big campus needs to accommodate bikers 
to enable punctuality.
There is no current plan to add bike 
lanes or designated bike spaces on Speed-
way or on other streets across campus, ac-
cording to Hernandez. But he hopes that 
“once the project is completed we can start 
a discussion about the topic. As far as the 
other areas of campus, we hope in the next 
few years.”
Many Austinites love biking and have 
prioritized biking as a healthy mode of 
transportation. As one of them, I believe 
that it’s not too early to start planning to 
aid bikers on campus. We should have a 
designated bike space on one shoulder of 
Speedway with lanes for either way to avoid 
crashing with pedestrians and other rid-
ers as well. As the main street of campus, 
Speedway should be safe, swift and accessi-
ble for all types of riders. 
Batra is a computer science and rhetoric 
and writing junior from New Delhi. 
Last week, Capital Metro approved its 
Connections 2025 draft network plan, which 
will guide a reimagining of Austin’s public 
transit system over the next several years. For 
much of Austin, there’s a lot to like in the new 
transit plan. It promises a grid-like network 
of fast and frequent bus routes that will en-
able seamless, convenient travel anywhere 
around Austin, not just downtown — seven 
days a week.
But one feature of the Connections 2025 
plan raises my eyebrows. Capital Metro 
plans to shift buses and resources to provide 
better service on transit-friendly corridors, 
but the trade-off is the loss of coverage in 
outlying neighborhoods that are difficult 
to access. To fill in the gaps, Connections 
2025 proposes replacing traditional bus 
routes with lower-cost alternatives in “mo-
bility innovation zones,” such as flexible 
bus routes, car and bicycle sharing and sub-
sidized ride-sharing.
The trouble is that public transit is a life-
line for the people who live in these com-
munities. If we’re getting rid of their buses, 
we have to be careful that whatever replaces 
them won’t leave residents stranded.
Flexible bus routes, which deviate on re-
quest to make pickups and drop-offs, may 
sound like a more convenient way to serve 
passengers. But mass transit is called “mass” 
for a reason — it’s supposed to serve lots of 
people, reliably and consistently. Instead of 
counting on buses to show up at predictable 
times, travelers on flexible routes must re-
serve their trips hours in advance.
When METRO in Houston unveiled 
its redesigned transit network in 2014, it 
also proposed flexible bus routes to serve 
low-ridership neighborhoods. The flex 
service drew harsh criticism from the very 
communities it was set to serve, and MET-
RO quietly scrapped the idea. If transit-de-
pendent Austinites raise similar concerns 
— as some Exposition residents already 
have — it would be unjust to deny them 
access to dependable bus service and con-
demn their lifestyles to immobility.
Capital Metro has also suggested bicy-
cle and car sharing programs as solutions 
to connect people in innovation zones, 
anchored by “mobility hubs” where tran-
sit, taxi, private shuttle and other modes of 
transportation would converge. But not all 
transit riders, particularly the most econom-
ically disadvantaged, can afford or make use 
of hip, affluent transportation options like 
B-Cycle or Car2Go; not everyone can ride 
a bicycle, and not everyone has a driver’s 
license. Replacing public bus service with 
these “alternatives” would only isolate the 
people that depend on it the most.
It would be especially reckless to replace 
transit with ride-sharing. Many claim it is 
pointless to run heavy transit buses when 
everyone could get around with Uber and 
Lyft. But ride-sharing alone cannot serve 
the transit dependent. Unlike buses, pri-
vate automobiles do not have spaces for 
wheelchairs. And ride-sharing services re-
quire smartphones and Internet subscrip-
tions, luxuries that many who depend on 
transit do not have.
Connections 2025’s innovation zones may 
be the key to designing a more efficient tran-
sit system, but we have to recognize that such 
innovation does not always benefit everyone. 
For the poor, elderly, and those with disabil-
ities, the loss of bus service may not be “in-
novation” but rather isolation. An inclusive 
and diverse Austin starts with an inclusive 
transportation system. The innovation zones 
could work, but Capital Metro should tread 
lightly. We may discover that, for all the atten-
tion given to the rise of the sharing economy, 
sometimes the old ways work better.
Young is a computer science junior from 
Bakersfield, California.
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Capital Metro should not abandon buses
By Ryan Young
Daily Texan Columnist 
Chase Karacostas | Daily Texan file photo
Students pass by Speedway’s new dismount signs on Monday, February 20. The signs, which 
prompt bicyclists to dismount their bikes, have generated some push-back from students.
Not that long ago, I was riding from 
Dallas to Austin on a flimsy Megabus. To 
pass the time, I decided to abuse my fami-
ly’s shared data to stream Netflix and came 
across a documentary called “To Be A 
Miss,” about Venezuelan beauty pageants. 
In Venezuela, beauty pageants aren’t 
trashy TV like “Toddlers and Tiaras”, it’s 
a national pastime where families watch 
the televised competitions together while 
eating dinner. Our Super Bowl is their 
Miss Universe, but instead of producing 
trophy kids, Venezuelan families rear 
beauty queens. What I found unnerv-
ing wasn’t their extreme diets or beauty 
pageant coaches recommending girls as 
young as 15 to get plastic surgery, it was 
their naive hope. 
I grew up a stone-cold American and 
like any good American, I was raised in 
front of a TV. My early exposure to plastic 
surgery reality shows like “Extreme Make-
over”, “Bridalplasty” or “Dr. 90210” has 
normalized cosmetic procedures for me. 
But I always knew that surgery was a lux-
ury and most importantly, an option not 
contingent on success. 
Like all things in life, success is mea-
sured on different pillars — such as per-
sonal, social and economic needs — each 
of which have its own criteria to fulfill 
those needs. Personal might include 
body positivity, social could be a healthy 
friendship and economic is the security 
of having a job that pays the bills — you 
get the picture. While some of these fea-
tures might intersect, what makes Ven-
ezuelan beauty pageants startling is it 
reveals that beauty in Venezuela is the 
measure for everything. In other words, 
being beautiful and winning a crown 
would not only fulfill your personal 
needs, but make you more popular and 
financially successful as well. 
Being beautiful is arguably the biggest 
priority for Venezuelan girls who idol-
ize pageants, and oftentimes turning to 
plastic surgery is the way to attain these 
standards. Venezuelan girls aren’t alone, 
South Korea is the plastic-surgery capital 
of the world and it’s estimated that half 
of Korean women in their twenties have 
had some form of cosmetic procedure. 
What makes Venezuelan and South Ko-
rean plastic surgery different from their 
American counterpart is that they both 
emphasize a homogeneous beauty. The 
legacy of Miss Venezuela’s has a small 
nose and long face, but you wouldn’t call 
her morena, she’s only tan. The girls in the 
documentary picture themselves as Miss 
Venezuela, but they’re mestiza and I knew 
that their indigenous features would hold 
them back. 
I finished the documentary wondering if 
these girls knew that they were sacrificing 
their ethnic identity by getting surgery to 
conform to Western beauty standards. 
There isn’t anything inherently wrong 
with getting surgery for cosmetic pur-
poses. Everyone has the right to feel 
comfortable in their own skin and for 
some people that might mean getting a 
breast augmentation or lip fillers. What 
hurts me is to see an erasure of identity 
through homogenized beauty standards. 
Our features, whether or not we like 
them, contribute to our ethnic identity.
Fernandez is a rhetoric and writing 
Spanish senior from Allen.  
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By Ratnika Batra
Daily Texan Columnist 
University should add bike 
lanes to Speedway shoulders
Plastic surgery does not offer 
panacea for students of color
By Alyssa Fernandez
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
COLUMN
The innovation zones could 
work, but Capital Metro should 
tread lightly. We may discover 
that, for all the attention given to 
the rise of the sharing economy, 
sometimes the old ways work 
better.
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When the construction is over, there 
will be more space for foot traffic, 
but bikers will continue to have the 
same problem — they will have to 
ride slowly and swerve through the 
foot traffic. 
back at yourself. Then you 
realize everyone has their 
own faults and everyone has 
their own demons inside, 
and it’s just about embracing 
it and incorporating them 
into who you are.
DT: What musicians 
do you all take influence 
from?
AH: It’s always chang-
ing. At the current mo-
ment, I’m really into Father 
John Misty. I know Dan-
iel has been listening to a 
lot of Whitney, and we’re 
all excited for Fleet Foxes’ 
new album. Dr. Dog is also 
another band we vibe off 
of. It just varies across 
the board.
DT: What are you most 
looking forward to when 
performing at South by?
AH:  It’s going to be 
interesting because John, 
our drummer, left, so we 
have a new drummer that 
we’re trying out as well as 
some new songs that we 
want to perform. We’re ex-
cited to see what this next 
step looks like.
experienced with life would say, 
and we became friends.”
Adair and Harter said they 
were both aware they were en-
croaching on Letscher’s life, 
his workshop and his most 
private creative process and 
tried to be as non-intrusive as 
possible while filming. Har-
ter said Adair didn’t want to 
overwhelm Letscher with a 
lot of lights and equipment, 
so they went for a minimalist 
style, using natural lighting and 
small microphones.
As Adair got to know Let-
scher a lot better, the mak-
ing of the documentary 
became more focused. She 
said she wanted to explore Let-
scher’s imagination as much 
as his personal struggles and 
hopes the emotional arc in the 
film connects with the audi-
ence.
“I think the film has a very 
human message above all,” 
Adair said. “I think audiences 
will find the film an inspira-
tion because Lance is not a 
celebrity or a larger than life 
character. He’s a very easy-go-
ing, sweet guy who has an in-
credible mind and his work is 
just stunning.”
Despite his initial reser-
vations, Letscher said he 
was ultimately pleased and 
moved by Adair’s final cut of 
the documentary that will be 
showing in various venues 
at SXSW.
“I told her right off the bat, 
you know, there are several 
facets to my personality,” Let-
scher said. “I’ve got all these 
bad qualities. (Adair) chose 
to craft a story about a per-
son that seems to be a very 
good person, and I’m grateful 
for that.”
Starlite entices visitors to 
bring old cars like Volkswa-
gens, adding to the vintage 
ambiance that comes with a 
drive-in theater. 
Event coordinator Steph-
anie Huettner said while 
Blue Starlite plays favorite 
movies for wider audienc-
es, such as “The Goonies” 
or “The Princess Bride,” 
the drive-in has no prob-
lem catering to a niche 
crowd if the fans crave 
something new.
“We definitely have mov-
ies that pretty much always 
do well, so we’ll show those, 
get a couple of big nights, and 
then it allows us to throw a 
night or two to experiment,” 
Huettner said.
One of these experiments 
led to interesting results 
in 2015 when Huettner 
pitched an idea called Drag 
at the Drive-In, an event 
which has since become 
a staple at Blue Starlite. 
Huettner said it’s a sort of 
warm-up before the movie 
where drag queens perform 
acts tailored to the film 
being shown.
“Its really fun to watch 
families who may have nev-
er seen a drag show before 
have a good time and ex-
perience this art form, you 
know, as they come and 
see something like “Mrs. 
Doubtfire,”” Huettner said.
When Blue Starlite opens 
its doors in South Austin, 
Frank said he hopes he’ll 
be able to give newcomers 
a taste of the drive-in at-
mosphere and capture their 
imagination enough for 
them to want to come back.
“I want people to feel like 
they’re entering a little, se-
cret surprise, magical world 
when they come in and to 
give them an experience 
they just can’t get anywhere 
else,” Frank said.
begins dropping bombs 
to make a seismic map of 
the terrain. Their intrusion 
draws Kong into the open. 
Vogt-Roberts briefly revels 
in the awe of the majestic 
titanic primate, and then 
the massacre begins. Kong 
swats helicopters out of the 
sky like flies and crushes 
their passengers like ants. 
One thing is clear: this Kong 
can’t climb the Empire State 
Building — he’d break it.
Kong’s attack scatters the 
characters across the island 
and kills many of Packard’s 
men. Driven to madness, 
Packard becomes the Ahab 
to Kong’s Moby Dick and 
leads his men on a suicid-
al mission to destroy the 
ape. Their journey takes 
them through a terrifying 
jungle filled with legions of 
creatures out to spill blood. 
Meanwhile, Conrad and 
Weaver meet up with Hank 
Marlow (John C. Reilly), 
a World War II pilot who 
crashed on Skull Island 
three decades ago. The film 
delves into Marlow’s tragic 
back story and his dream 
of returning to his fami-
ly, and he ends up becom-
ing the most fully-formed 
character. Reilly ultimate-
ly shoulders much of the 
film’s comedic weight and its 
emotional drama.
Through Marlow and 
Packard, “Kong: Skull Is-
land” occasionally speaks to 
the devastating costs of war, 
but its stabs at relevance are 
distractingly clunky. The 
movie works best when the 
plot moves quickly, such as 
when Conrad, Weaver and 
Marlow team up to stop 
Packard from killing Kong. 
Their reason: He is the only 
beast on the island who can 
defeat the Skull Crawlers, 
dinosaurian lizards that 
would escape to the outside 
world if left unchecked.
Watching Kong beat the 
snot out of the Skull Crawl-
ers is pure joy. His brutal 
but efficient fighting meth-
ods are driven by rage at the 
Skull Crawlers that killed 
his parents. This Kong isn’t 
a drastic departure from 
previous versions, as he 
was never just any mindless 
beast. Kong might scowl 
and roar, but he’s often more 
human than the main char-
acters. This iteration acts as 
the lonely defender of Skull 
Island, protecting its inhab-
itants from harm. Weaver 
recognizes this in a scene 
where Kong saves a mas-
sive ox trapped beneath 
a helicopter wreck, and 
she later forms an under-
standing with him that re-
calls Kong’s earlier days of 
psychosexual romance.  
Weaver won’t get much 
action with this Kong 
though, because he’s got 
bigger fish to fry in the 
MonsterVerse, in which he 
will face off with Godzil-
la and other kaiju. Looks 
like beast doesn’t need 
beauty anymore.
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With its season on the 
line, Texas opened its first-
round matchup with Texas 
Tech looking uninspired, 
disinterested and des-
tined for a quick trip back 
to Austin.
And when Texas fell be-
hind by 11 midway through 
the second half, a return-trip 
looked even more probable.
But the Longhorns went 
on an improbable 30-10 run 
over the final 10 minutes, 
giving them the lead for 
good and catapulting a des-
perate squad to a   With the 
win, Texas’ season stays alive 
for another day.
The Longhorns opened 
the game looking exactly like 
a team that had entered the 
postseason 10-21 and dead-
last in the Big 12 standings. 
Texas played anything but 
like a team with nothing 
to lose. 
In what might’ve been the 
worst first half they’ve played 
all season, the Longhorns 
were only down by six at 
halftime. Texas shot 28 per-
cent from the field and were 
1-13 from beyond the arc in 
the first half. 
The Red Raiders led by as 
much as 12 at 23-11 with just 
over five minutes left in the 
half. But Texas Tech never 
took control of the game.
A buzzer-beating layup 
by senior guard Kendal Yan-
cy helped Texas go into the 
locker room only down 26-
20. It was the fewest points 
Texas has scored in any half 
all season.
In the second half, the 
Red Raiders grabbed a 42-
31 lead with 10:35 left in the 
game after a jumper from 
Texas Tech junior guard 
Keenan Evans.
But then Texas finally 
woke up from its deep sleep.
Five minutes later, the 
Longhorns looked up and 
had grabbed their first lead 
of the game with 5:30 re-
maining. Sophomore guard 
Kerwin Roach Jr. hit two free 
throws to cap off a 14-2 run. 
Roach scored 10 of his 13 
points during the run.
From there it was all burnt 
orange. The Longhorns 
cruised while Texas Tech 
faltered offensively down 
the stretch.
A breakaway transition 
slam by freshman guard 
Andrew Jones put the ex-
clamation point on Texas’ 
first victory away from the 
Erwin Center this season. 
The Longhorns are now 1-14 
outside of Austin.
Jones led Texas with 15 
points and five rebounds, 
while freshman forward 
Jarrett Allen added 10 
points and four boards of 
his own.
Texas (11-21) draws No. 
11 West Virginia, the No. 
2-seed, Thursday in the 
second round of the Big 12 
Tournament with another 
chance to keep its season 
alive. Texas dropped both 
meetings to the Mountain-
eers this season, falling 74-
72 in Austin and 77-62 in 
Morgantown.
Tipoff is at 6 p.m. 
on ESPNU. 
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Sophomore guard Kerwin Roach Jr. helped the Longhorns open the Big 12 tournament with 
a win. The guard scored 13 points in a victory over Texas Tech Wednesday. 
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a franchise to the 
Tampa Bay Rays.
“ Once you eliminate 
all the negativity and 
evil out your life you 








nior Mark Anderson 
and freshman Grayson 
Campbell punched their 
tickets to the NCAA 
Championships in In-
dianapolis, with both 
claiming top-seven fin-
ishes in the one-me-
ter finals at the NCAA 
Zone “D” Diving Meet 
in Columbia, Missouri.
Anderson claimed an 
additional berth with a 
second place finish in 
the three-meter finals, 
and Campbell followed 
suit with an eighth 
place finish.
On the platform, 
freshman Jacob Cor-
nish claimed a top-nine 
finish as a non-quali-




For men’s head coach 
Eddie Reese, these 
berths are a product of 
a relentless, yearlong 
work ethic.
“[We] want to have a 
good summer season, 
want to have a good 
regular season, and just 
keep going, getting bet-
ter each time,” Reese 
said. “That’s the name 
of the game.”
On the women’s side, 
freshman Alison Gibson 
posted a top-five finish 
in the three-meter finals 
to punch her ticket to 
Indianapolis. Sopho-
more Meghan O’Brien 
added to the depth of 
the championship ros-
ter by claiming berths 
in the one-meter and 
three-meter finals.
Gibson also claimed a 
berth in the one-meter 
finals, making the cut 
with a 12th place finish.
With the group set, 
Texas will have a week’s 
break before their trip 
to the NCAA Champi-
onships in Indianapolis.
“We work all year to 
go to the NCAAs and 
compete with every-
body there,” Reese said.
The qualified divers 
join 15 Texas Swimmers 
who will get their shot 
as part of the entourage 
to Indianapolis, where 
the NCAA Champi-





There was something 
about the freshmen tonight 
that just clicked. Texas de-
feated UTSA 7-2 Wednesday 
night behind the play of its 
first year players. 
Freshman infielder Kaitlyn 
Slack had just lined her first 
double out to left center when 
freshman catcher Taylor Ells-
worth took the plate. 
Ellsworth had lit the score-
board in the second inning 
with a sacrifice fly out to cen-
ter field for an RBI, giving 
Texas a 1-0 advantage. At the 
bottom of the fourth, she was 
ready to do more. 
Ellsworth swung for the 
fence, belting a fly ball just 
inside the left field line out of 
Red and Charline McCombs 
field. It was her first home run 
as a collegiate athlete. 
“It felt really good,” Ells-
worth said. “I’ve been work-
ing really hard and every-
body’s been helping me and 
just being able to take it all in 
and soak it all up and finally 
do it.” 
A crowd of orange flood-
ed from the dugout, lining a 
path to home to celebrate the 
freshman’s long ball. 
Change is good, especially 
in the midst of a six-game los-
ing streak. And the fresh arms 
brought it in Texas’ victory. 
Right fielder Kaitlyn Wash-
ington, second baseman Kait-
lyn Slack, left fielder Tuesday 
DeMargosian  and first base-
man Malory Schattle all saw 
playing time at bat and on 
defense against UTSA. 
“We got all the freshmen 
in,” head coach Connie Clark 
said. “Malory got some work 
at first base and also got some 
work in the outfield, which is 
something we want to contin-
ue to look at. Our outfielders 
who are working outfield 
typically are hitting from the 
left side, so to continue to 
have somebody who can play 
outfield and hit from the right 
side is something we wanted 
to create.” 
After Ellsworth’s home 
run, senior shortstop Devon 
Tunning followed up with a 
solo home run to bring the 
score to 4-0.
With only one out and a 
new pitcher to face at the cir-
cle, senior outfielder Stepha-
nie Wong continued the bat-
ting momentum with a single 
to second base. Wong hopped 
the bases as Washington, and 
then senior Mickenzi Krpec, 
took the plate. Krpec sent a 
bullet to centerfield for a sin-
gle to bring Wong home for a 
5-0 lead. 
At the top of the fifth, the 
Roadrunners made strides 
at a comeback. Sophomore 
infielder Hailey Garza sin-
gled to first base, then junior 
Longhorn pitcher Paige v. 
Sprecken hit Angelica Nino 
with a pitch for a free walk 
to first base. Freshman Rylee 
Rodriguez’s single would load 
the bases, and after two field-
ing errors by Texas, the Road-
runners would close the the 
gap to 5-2.
But that would be it for 
UTSA. Ellsworth racked up 
one more single for the Long-
horns in the bottom of the 
fifth, and seniors Kelli Hanzel 
and Wong followed with sin-
gles to make the game 7-2.
While head coach Con-
nie Clark was pleased with 
the depth shown in the 
game, she wants more in the 
coming weeks. 
“I think it’s good to get back 
on the winning ways,” Clark 
said. “But quite honestly, don’t 
be satisfied with the outcome. 
That’s got to be something we 
get better at.” 
Freshmen lead the way 
in victory over UTSA
Texas keeps season alive with win
It’s not 1950, but don’t tell 
Texas that. 
The Longhorns threw it 
way back by running out of the 
dugout sporting their retro uni-
forms from the ‘49-’50 seasons 
when they won their first two 
College World Series titles in 
back-to-back fashion. 
Although the coaches made 
the call to bring out the throw-
backs Wednesday night, head 
coach David Pierce said the 
deciding factor came down to 
their 15-0 blowout win over 
Richmond Tuesday night. 
One night later, Longhorns 
jumped out to an early lead at 
UFCU Disch-Falk Field and 
never looked back as run after 
run crossed the plate in a over 
Texas A&M Corpus Christi. A 
ten-run run rule was called in 
the seventh inning. 
“If we win last night then we 
wear them tonight,” Pierce said. 
“I think the kids love them. We 
weren’t going to wear them if 
we didn’t win, so I guess you 
could call it a reward.” 
Texas isn’t coming off back-
to-back national title wins 67 
years later, but its uniforms and 
performance would make you 
think otherwise. 
Pierce said if his team can 
get 15 runs and a shutout, the 
throwbacks could possibly be 
back in action in future games. 
“I’ll take two shutouts and 
15 runs anytime,” Pierce said. 
“But the main thing is us play-
ing consistent baseball, pitch-
ing and throwing strikes ... 
And so I’ve been impressed 
with our preparation the last 
few days and our approach at 
home plate.”
The Longhorns got to work 
right away. Texas jumped out 
to a 4-0 lead in the first inning 
following back-to-back RBI 
doubles from freshman Aus-
tin Todd and redshirt junior 
Bret Boswell.
But the Longhorn bats were 
just getting started. They took 
their four-run lead after the 
first inning and tripled it in the 
second. Although “The Disch” 
was not anywhere near maxi-
mum capacity, the Longhorn 
fans had a lot to cheer about fol-
lowing back-to-back-to-back 
RBI’s, including junior Patrick 
Mathis’ three-run homer that 
gave Texas a 12-0 lead after two 
innings. 
But Pierce didn’t let the team 
slack mentally. 
“Throughout the evening 
we’re talking about getting bet-
ter and improvement as the 
game is being played,” Pierce 
said. “It’s not just ‘we’re up big 
so we get to relax. It’s ‘we’re still 
concentrating and trying to 
get better.’”
Texas’ pitching matched the 
explosive offense. Sophomore 
Nick Kennedy threw six strike-
outs, only allowing one hit in 
four innings pitched. The left 
hander only needed 58 pitches 
to retire the 13 batters he faced.
“The thing about Nick is 
he wasn’t throwing, he was 
pitching,” Pierce said. “He has 
great stuff. He had great tempo 
and he controlled the game. I 
thought he was outstanding.” 
The Islanders had one last 
chance to negate the run-rule 
but came up runless in the top 
of the seventh, resulting in the 
game’s conclusion. 
The Longhorns (9-6) have 
just one day of rest before they 
host UCLA in a three game 
series at UFCU Disch-Falk 
this weekend. 
“The thing with UCLA, it’s 
a lot like Stanford, they can re-
ally pitch,” Pierce said. “They’re 
playing very good defense and 
pitching very good. I think 
it’s going to be low scoring 
games. I think it’s going to be 
two teams really trying to see 
who they are when they’re in 
tight ballgames.”
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Portraying the life of an 
artist and his abstract world 
in a runtime of 90 minutes 
can be a challenging task, 
yet one Austin filmmaker 
pulls it off with her directori-
al debut, “The Secret Life of 
Lance Letscher.”
In 2015, Academy-award 
nominated film editor Sandra 
Adair decided to make a doc-
umentary on Lance Letscher, 
a local artist who takes scraps 
of paper from wherever he 
can find — books, magazines, 
newspapers — and makes in-
tricate collages on canvas. Adair 
took intrigue in Letscher’s work 
after he was commissioned 
to create a mural for South 
Congress Books.
Adair said her approach for 
this documentary was not about 
remaining detached or unbiased 
but rather telling an entertaining 
story as if she were making a 
Hollywood film.
“As a film editor and per-
son who’s worked in film for 
many, many years, what at-
tracts me are really interesting 
human characters, and that’s 
what I found in Lance,” Adair 
said. “To me, it was a winning 
combination of elements that 
make a beautiful film about 
a very interesting, multi- 
faceted character.”
Adair said a big part of suc-
cessfully filming the documen-
tary was the gradual comradery 
between Letscher and the cam-
eraman, Jason Gamble Harter. 
Harter said since he was basi-
cally a one-man crew, the com-
pletion of the documentary lied 
heavily on his shoulders.
“You film until you’re com-
pletely exhausted and complete-
ly drained, and then you come 
back the next day, and your 
mindset is finding a way to rein-
vent yourself,” Harter said. “You 
challenge yourself and find that 
[thousandth] way to invent 
the lightbulb.”
Because of his introverted 
nature and never having been 
filmed before, Letscher said 
he felt guarded and that it was 
difficult to initially trust Adair 
and Harter. Because it took him 
almost two months to open up, 
he said his shyness played into 
Adair’s approach when doc-
umenting his story. On many 
occasions, she would inter-
view Letscher on the same 
subject five times until he finally 
felt comfortable. 
“I eventually gained the 
courage to trust them, and a 
lot of that happened because 
of the cameraman — he was 
a 28 year-old guy, but he acts 
like he’s about 40,” Letscher 
said. “He would say things 
that someone who’s very 
Formed in 2011, Kore-
an-American band Run 
River North got its start 
playing songs inspired by 
their experiences as chil-
dren of immigrants. In 
2016, the band released 
its sophomore album, 
“Drinking from a Salt 
Pond”. The Daily Texan 
spoke with lead singer Alex 
Hwang before the band’s 
performance at South 
by Southwest.
DT: When you all first 
started playing, was there 
an instantaneous con-
nection, or did it take 
more time to realize that 
you all were creating 
really special music?
AH: It took a while. I 
think definitely during one 
of the first rehearsals it was 
like “oh this is actually real-
ly really fun,” and it seems 
like there’s something more 
here. It was interesting 
because we’re all Korean 
and looking around it was 
like “we’ve never seen this 
 before.” In terms of what 
we were hearing, no one 
was actually telling our sto-
ry specifically. There were 
just interesting ingredients, 
and we wanted to see what 
would happen.
DT: Your original 
band name was Mon-
sters Calling Home. What 
caused the change to Run 
River North?
AH: Honestly, around 
that time Of Monsters 
and Men were picking up 
steam, and we were doing 
guy-girl folk vocals as well, 
so we just wanted to stay 
away from that as much 
as possible. It was also just 
an exercise in letting go of 
something and seeing if 
anything better could come 
from it.
DT: Who are the 
monsters in “Monsters 
Calling Home?”
AH: I feel like it’s every-
body. At first you’re point-
ing the finger at your par-
ents, and then you realize 
that if you just dig a little 
deeper, the finger just points 
One romantic evening 
at an alley in East Austin, 
a young man set up a pro-
jector in his car to watch 
Grease alongside his fu-
ture wife when a burning 
question came to mind : 
Why aren’t there anymore 
drive-in theaters? That 
was the night Blue Starlite 
was born.
Since it opened in 2009, 
Josh Frank’s Blue Starlite 
Mini Urban Drive-in in 
North Austin has gained a 
large following. When Blue 
Starlite announced in De-
cember 2016 that Blue Star-
lite would be closing down, 
the support that rained in 
from local Austinites con-
vinced Frank to move to 
a new location in South 
Austin. They will have its 
soft opening March 10 and 
grand opening in April.
Blue Starlite, run by Frank 
and a few other employees, 
is a small operation known 
for its simplicity and imag-
inative style. Blue Starlite 
offers a boutique drive-in 
experience with special food 
and creative events that 
add to the fun of going to 
the movies.
“All things we make 
ourselves and put togeth-
er ourselves,” Frank said. 
“We’ll open up a week be-
forehand to build little set 
pieces where people can 
take pictures. That’s part of 
the charm of it and it’s fun 
for us.”
Isaac Marquez, a for-
mer employee at the drive-
in, said what ultimately 
drew him to the position 
was Frank’s idea to appeal 
to Austinites’ movie-go-
ing nostalgia but with a 
modern twist.
“Concessions all came 
out of an old RV from like 
the 1970’s,” Marquez said. 
“At one point (Josh) found 
a way to hook up a Blu Ray 
player in the projection 
trailer to these old drive-in 
speakers he found on EBay. 
You know, the man had 
a vision.”
Marquez said the retro 
feel Frank fosters at Blue 
“Apocalypse Now” meets 
kaiju in “Kong: Skull Is-
land,” one of many rendi-
tions of the monster ape. 
While it isn’t a masterpiece 
like the 1933 original or the 
2005 Peter Jackson remake, 
this reboot opens new doors 
for the beloved character.
Director Jordan Vogt- 
Roberts transports the 
Kong tale from the Great 
Depression to the im-
mediate aftermath of the 
Vietnam War. With the 
help of the American mil-
itary personnel stationed 
in the Pacific, explorer Bill 
Randa (John Goodman) 
organizes an expedition 
to the mysterious Skull Is-
land to prove that ancient 
monsters exist.
Joining the team are James 
Conrad (Tom Hiddleston), 
a former SAS tracker and 
anti-war photojournalist 
Mason Weaver (Brie Lar-
son). Oddly enough, Hid-
dleston and Larson play the 
dullest, most perfunctory 
characters of the film’s en-
semble cast, even though 
they are some of Holly-
wood’s biggest names. 
The film fares better 
when it focuses on Lieu-
tenant Colonel Packard 
(Samuel L. Jackson), a 
soldier who doesn’t know 
how to live without war and 
his colorful subordinates, 
who are delightfully engag-
ing thanks to their strong 
banter and personalities. 
Unfortunately, the roster 
of heroes balloons to an 
unwieldy size so quickly 
that only a few of them re-
ceive proper development. 
This expeditionary force 
arrives at Skull Island and 
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MARCH 22, 2017
10 AM - 3 PM
UT MAIN MALL
VISIT WWW.UTAUSTINMARKETPLACE.COM FOR MORE INFO.
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“KONG: SKULL ISLAND” | REVIEW
‘Kong’ doesn’t monkey around
By Charles Liu
@CharlieInDaHaus
Courtesey of Warner Bros. 
King Kong pummels his way to  the top of the food chain in “Kong: Skull Island.”
Drive-in theater 




Mary Pistorius | Daily Texan Staff
The Blue Starlite Mini Urban Drive-in closed its doors in De-
cember, but is re-opening in a new South Austin location this 
upcoming weekend. Josh Frank, the creator and owner of the 
movie experience, is excited to offer the drive-in to customers 
once more.







Collage artist featured in documentary 
Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
UT alumni, Lance Letscher, will be the focus of Austin film-
maker Sandra Adair’s documentary titled The Secret Life of 
Lance Latscher. The documentary will be premiering at SXSW, 
and will allow viewers to see the artist beyond his work.
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